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What is CERT?  The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program 
educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area 
and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and 
rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. Using the training 
learned in the classroom and during exercises, CERT members can assist others in 
their community following an event when professional responders are not 
immediately available to help.  The CERT concept was developed and implemented 
by the Los Angeles City Fire Department in 1985. The Whittier Narrows earthquake 
in 1987 underscored the area-wide threat of a major disaster in California. Further, 
it confirmed the need for training civilians to meet their immediate needs. 
 
We face an even greater threat for a major disaster in our community and island-
wide.  Recognizing this, the Volcano CERT was founded by community members and 
certified by the County of Hawaii Civil Defense Agency in 2007 to help mitigate the 
issues we will face in an emergency.  Since inception, the Volcano CERT has grown 
to be one of the largest and best trained in the County.  Once trained, CERT members 
are issued the necessary personal protective and response equipment for the 
duration of their tenure on the team.  The Volcano CERT meets and trains monthly 
at the Cooper Center, and we continually update our procedures, training and 
equipment to meet current national CERT standards.   
 
But we don’t just meet and train, we respond when needed.  The Volcano CERT was 
put on standby for Tropical Storm Flossie, activated by Civil Defense for Hurricane 
Iselle, and in support of the June 27th (Pu’o O’o) lava flow response in the Pahoa 
area.  If you would like more information or are interested in joining the Volcano 
CERT to serve your friends and neighbors in Volcano during emergencies, please 
visit our website at www.volcanocert.org and click on the contact tab.   
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